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are and I’m thrilled to see the staff members 
and administrations receive this recognition. 

The Top 100 Hospitals evaluates short-term, 
acute care and non-federal hospitals on the 
overall care of a patient, including rate of med-
ical complications and adherence to clinical 
standards, fiscal responsibility and patient sat-
isfaction. We are fortunate to have high med-
ical standards in this country and St. Cloud 
and Lakeview Hospitals demonstrate day in 
and day out that they take the Hippocratic 
oath to ‘‘do no harm’’ very seriously. 

Lakeview Hospital was listed as a Small 
Community category winner. St. Cloud Hos-
pital was recognized for its work in the Teach-
ing Hospitals category, which only makes this 
hospital’s achievements that much more im-
portant as it is a place where future doctors 
and administrators can learn how to create the 
best patient experience. St. Cloud Hospital 
was also one of 23 hospitals to receive the 
Everest Award, which recognizes the hospitals 
with the most improvement over a five-year 
period. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor these 
two institutions, St. Cloud and Lakeview Hos-
pitals, as some of the top hospitals in the na-
tion. Their recognition by Thomson Reuters as 
Top 100 Hospitals validates the pride Min-
nesota takes in their hospitals and other care 
facilities. As a small business owner working 
closely with the medical community, I am 
pleased to see that the people of St. Cloud 
and Stillwater have some of the best hospital 
care available to them in the country. Con-
gratulations to everyone who works with these 
hospitals and to the communities that support 
them as their own. 
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Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, displayed 
prominently in my district office is an auto-
graphed medal featuring the POW/MIA flag. It 
was given to me and signed by Newt Heisley, 
the designer of the famous image. The black- 
and-white flag is a symbol of a Nation’s grati-
tude, respect and commitment to those who 
never came back. In 1998, legislation I au-
thored was signed into law mandating that the 
flag be flown above Federal buildings on six 
days a year, including Veterans and Memorial 
Day. We will never forget. 

Newt Heisley died on May 18, at 88. He led 
a rich life committed to serving his country, to 
family, and to his artistic passion—forces that 
would ultimately inform the design of his sem-
inal work. 

In the early 1940s, after graduating from 
Syracuse University with a Fine Arts degree, 
Heisley joined the Army Air Forces—where he 
served heroically as a pilot in the Pacific The-
atre in World War II. 

After the war, Heisley put his artistic talent 
to work, joining an advertising agency in New 
Jersey—where he lived with his wife, Bunny, 
and son, Jeffrey. Hoping to follow in his fa-
ther’s footsteps, Jeffrey entered Marine Corps 
training but returned emaciated and sick with 
hepatitis. 

Soon after his son’s homecoming in 1971, 
Heisley was tasked with designing a flag for 

the National League of Families of American 
Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia. 
Heisley settled on a silhouette of a gaunt man, 
barbed wire and guard tower. Below that, he 
wrote ‘‘You are not forgotten.’’ 

To Heisley’s surprise, the flag became a na-
tional icon. In 1988, it flew over the White 
House for the first time, and in 1990, Con-
gress adopted it as the official symbol of ap-
preciation for POWs and MIAs. 

Despite the newfound fame, Heisley kept 
his humility. ‘‘I did it for the men who were 
prisoners of war or missing in action. They’re 
the real heroes,’’ he told the Denver Post in 
2002, the same year he wrote his autobiog-
raphy, Faith Under Fire. 

This Memorial Day, I will be thinking of 
them—and Newt Heisley. In words of my dear 
friend Dave Albert, the former Lomita Council-
man, whose failed attempt to get his local post 
office to fly the POW/MIA flag inspired the 
1998 law, Heisley ‘‘was a true patriot for the 
POW/MIA cause, and he will never be forgot-
ten.’’ 
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Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to my friend, Lewis William ‘‘Bill’’ 
Seidman, who died on May 13, 2009 at the 
age of 88. Bill was well-known and respected 
not only in the Grand Rapids area, but 
throughout our nation. He spent a great deal 
of his life serving our country, and he was a 
role model from the Greatest Generation. He 
was also an enthusiastic supporter of his 
home town of Grand Rapids, Michigan; it is 
the city I call home, and I have seen first-hand 
how his passion for public service has im-
proved our community. He is well-known na-
tionally as head of the Resolution Trust Cor-
poration, which was ultimately responsible for 
cleaning up the Savings and Loan scandal. 

Bill was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan on 
April 29, 1921. He graduated from Dartmouth 
College in 1943, served honorably in the Navy 
in the Pacific theater, during World War II, and 
was awarded the Bronze Star Medal. His 
record as a communications officer on a Navy 
destroyer during some of the key battles in 
World War II clearly shows Bill Seidman’s un-
selfish demeanor. Bill always put his country 
first. 

After the war, he obtained a law degree 
from Harvard and a Master of Business Ad-
ministration degree from the University of 
Michigan. Bill married Sarah ‘‘Sally’’ Berry in 
1944, and they had six children, 11 grand-
children and two great-grandchildren. 

Bill had a large hand in shaping West Michi-
gan as we know it today. He founded and was 
president of the television station WZZM in 
Grand Rapids. Bill actively encouraged the 
Michigan legislature to create a state college 
in 1963 to serve the Grand Rapids area; this 
has now grown to become Grand Valley State 
University (GVSU). 

Bill’s role in galvanizing support for Grand 
Valley State University was critical in its cre-
ation. His affiliation with GVSU is among his 
proudest legacies. The institution is now a 

world-class university that serves over 20,000 
students in West Michigan. Bill once said, 
‘‘There’s nothing that I’ve done in life that 
gives me more satisfaction than seeing how 
Grand Valley State University is delivering on 
its promise to the Western Michigan area.’’ 

Bill helped reform the State of Michigan’s fi-
nancial management practices under the lead-
ership of Governor George Romney in the 
1960s. He later was appointed by President 
Gerald R. Ford as Assistant for Economic Af-
fairs, and focused primarily on controlling infla-
tion. He went on to co-chair the White House 
Conference on Productivity under President 
Ronald Reagan. 

Mr. Seidman is most well-known for his 
service as the fourteenth chairman of the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation. He was 
appointed in 1985 by President Ronald 
Reagan at a time when the nation’s savings 
and loan financial system was descending into 
a crisis caused by ill-considered lending, in 
which hundreds of firms failed. This led Con-
gress to form the Resolution Trust Corporation 
(RTC), which was the entity ultimately respon-
sible for cleaning up the Savings and Loans 
scandal. Bill was appointed as head of the 
RTC by President George H. W. Bush. Mr. 
Seidman stated during a speech in Tokyo on 
September 18, 1996, ‘‘. . . the banking prob-
lems of the 80s and 90s came primarily, but 
not exclusively, from unsound real estate lend-
ing.’’ 

Bill never stopped working. As an expert on 
economic and financial matters, he was a reg-
ular commentator on CNBC, and an authori-
tative speaker on our current economic crisis. 

Bill’s pursuit of public service was a passion 
born from his drive to do what was right for 
the country, and for those close to him. He 
loved his country, and believed public service 
was a noble and important calling. The nation 
is far better off for his devoted public service. 

I extend my most heartfelt sympathy and 
prayers to his wife and family. We will all miss 
him greatly. 
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Wednesday, May 20, 2009 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, reasonable 
gun restrictions are the cornerstone of the 
Second Amendment. Unfortunately, opponents 
of sensible gun laws have taken advantage of 
every opportunity to undermine the common-
sense regulations that keep our communities 
safe and uphold our Constitution. 

Earlier this year, these opponents stalled 
historic efforts to provide District of Columbia 
residents with a voting representative in Con-
gress by including unrelated amendments le-
galizing semiautomatic assault weapons in the 
District. Today, while the House considers 
H.R. 627, the Credit Cardholders Bill of 
Rights, which will grant stronger protections 
for consumers facing excessive credit card 
fees, arbitrary interest rate increases, and un-
fair agreements with credit card companies, 
we also are faced with an Date unrelated 
amendment allowing loaded firearms to be 
carried in parks. These gun provisions have 
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